Circle N Maze First Grade Field Trip

Texas TEKS Alignment
Circle N Maze | La Vernia, Texas

A field trip to Circle N Maze gives first-grade students an opportunity to
connect classroom learning with Texas agriculture, plant and animal
science, weather, mathematics, reading, community, and the natural
environment.

{7 Science & Agriculture
Organisms & Environments

Students investigate living things and how plants and animals depend on
their environment.

At the Maze:Students observe real corn plants, pumpkins, insects,
grasses, and farm animals while identifying what living things need to
survive: Air « Water « Food « Sunlight « Space « Shelter

Back in the classroom: Students can discuss how farmers provide the
conditions plants and animals need to grow. Students explore the corn
plant’s growth sequence. Students can discuss the function of roots,
stems, leaves, and other plant structures. Students identify and compare
the basic structures of plants and investigate how plants grow.

% Animals & Their Environments

Students observe animals and identify how their characteristics and
environments help meet their needs.

At the Maze:

Students can:



Observe farm animals

Identify their basic needs

Compare different animals

Discuss what farm animals eat
Identify the shelter animals need
Discuss how farmers care for livestock

C, Scientific Investigation

The farm becomes an outdoor science classroom where students can
observe, compare, classify, ask questions, and collect information.

Students can:

e Compare corn kernels, leaves, soil, pumpkins, and other natural
materials

Classify objects by observable characteristics

Describe texture, shape, size, and color

Ask questions about plants and animals

Make predictions

Identify patterns in nature

Record or discuss observations

Weather, Seasons & Farming

Students explore patterns in the natural world and how weather affects
living things.

Back in the classroom:

Students discuss how sunlight, temperature, rainfall, and seasons affect
crops.

They can consider questions such as:
Why do farmers plant at certain times?

What happens when a crop doesn’t receive enough rain?



Why is corn harvested when it is mature?

&% Agriculture & Where Our Food Comes From

Students make connections between farms and products they use every
day.

Students can learn:

Farmers prepare the soil.

Seeds are planted to produce crops.

Plants require resources to grow.

Farmers care for crops throughout the growing season.
Crops are harvested when mature.

Animals and plants provide products people use.

Tractors and other equipment help farmers work efficiently.

/] Mathematics

Circle N Maze provides real-world opportunities to reinforce first-grade
math skills.

At the Maze, students can:

Count and compare groups of objects

Practice addition and subtraction using farm examples
Sort and classify corn, pumpkins, or other objects
Compare lengths, heights, and sizes

Identify two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes
Recognize and extend patterns

Use measurement vocabulary

Practice spatial reasoning while navigating the maze

Example Farm Math:

{7 There are 7 ears of corn. A farmer picks 3. How many are left?



@ There are 5 pumpkins in one group and 4 in another. How many
pumpkins are there altogether?

@ English Language Arts & Vocabulary

Students develop oral language, listening comprehension, and vocabulary
throughout the field trip.

Agricultural Vocabulary:

agriculture « farmer « rancher o crop « seed ¢ root « stalk « tassel o
ear  kernel « husk ¢ soil « harvest « tractor « livestock « pasture

Students can:

Ask and answer questions

Follow multi-step directions

Describe observations

Sequence the steps involved in growing corn

Retell their field-trip experience

Use new agricultural vocabulary in conversation and writing

tJ Social Studies — Our Community & Agriculture

Students learn how people contribute to their communities through
different jobs.

At the Maze:

Students observe the roles of farmers and ranchers and learn how
agriculture contributes to Texas communities.

Students can discuss:

Jobs performed on a farm
Goods produced by farms
Needs versus wants

[
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e How people use natural resources



e How farmers care for land and animals
e How agriculture connects rural and urban communities

A Physical Education & Movement
Navigating the farm and corn maze provides opportunities for:

Walking and physical activity

Balance and coordination

Spatial awareness

Directional movement

Following safety rules

Working cooperatively with classmates

Maze Vocabulary:

North « South  East « West « Left « Right « Forward « Backward  Near
e Far

(- From Seed to Harvest

By visiting a working agricultural environment, first-grade students can
experience the concepts they study in school.

Circle N Maze field trips reinforce First Grade Texas TEKS through
hands-on experiences in Science, Mathematics, English Language Arts,
Social Studies, and Physical Education.

Students don’t just read about agriculture—they have an opportunity to
see it, touch it, explore it, and understand how Texas farms connect
to their everyday lives.
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