Circle N Maze Second Grade Field Trip

Texas TEKS Alisnment

A field trip to Circle N Maze gives second-grade students a hands-on
opportunity to connect classroom learning with Texas agriculture, plant
and animal science, weather, natural resources, mathematics, reading,
communities, and the environment.

{7 Science & Agriculture
Organisms & Environments

Students investigate how living things depend on their environments and
how plants and animals meet their basic needs.

At the Maze:

Students observe corn, pumpkins, grasses, insects, and farm animals and
identify the resources living things need: Air « Water « Food ¢ Sunlight «
Space e Shelter. Students can observe how a farm provides a habitat for
many different plants and animals. Students observe. structures of a
corn plant. Students observe animals and investigate how their
characteristics help them survive.

Back in the classroom: Students describe how plants grow and change.
Students can discuss how each stage is part of the plant’s life cycle.

At the Maze, students can:

e Observe and compare farm animals
e Identify animals’ basic needs
e Compare body coverings and other physical characteristics



e Discuss animal diets

e Identify appropriate shelter

e Learn how farmers care for livestock

e Compare the needs of plants and animals

©, Scientific Investigation

Circle N Maze becomes an outdoor science laboratory where students can
practice scientific thinking.

Students can:

Make observations

Ask questions

Make predictions

Compare and classify objects
Collect information

Identify patterns

Describe evidence

Communicate what they discovered

Natural materials such as corn kernels, leaves, soil, rocks, grasses,
pumpkins, and plant parts provide opportunities for observation and
classification.

Weather, Seasons & Agriculture
Students investigate patterns in weather and the natural environment.
Back in the classroom:
Students discuss how farmers depend on:
Sunlight « Rainfall « Temperature ¢ Soil « Seasons
Students can explore questions such as:

What happens to corn during a drought?



Why can’t farmers plant every crop during every season?

How does weather affect when a farmer plants or harvests?

At the Maze:
Students identify resources important to agriculture:
Soil « Water « Plants « Animals ¢ Sunlight

Students can discuss ways farmers and ranchers conserve resources and
care for the land for future generations back in the classroom.

At the Maze:
Students can observe how farmers use:
Tractors « Implements e Irrigation « Fences « Trailers « Farm Tools

Back in the classroom: Students discuss how equipment allows farmers
to plant, maintain, and harvest larger areas efficiently.

] Mathematics

The farm environment provides real-world opportunities to reinforce
second-grade mathematics.

Students can:

Count and compare quantities
Practice addition and subtraction
Create equal groups

Solve farm-themed word problems
Estimate quantities

Measure and compare lengths
Collect and organize data



e Create or interpret simple graphs
e Identify two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes
e Recognize patterns

e Use spatial reasoning while navigating the maze

Example Farm Math:

£+ A farmer harvests 24 ears of corn in the morning and 18 in the
afternoon. How many ears did the farmer harvest altogether?

@ There are 36 pumpkins divided equally among 4 groups. How many
pumpkins are in each group?

.. Measurement on the Farm
Students can make comparisons using real agricultural examples.
They might compare:

Height of corn plants

Length of corn cobs

Sizes of pumpkins

Distance between plants

Number of kernels

Amounts or quantities of farm products

Students can estimate first and then measure or count to check their
predictions.

@ English Language Arts & Vocabulary

Students build vocabulary and comprehension by listening, speaking,
reading, and writing about their experiences.

Agricultural Vocabulary:



agriculture « farmer « rancher « crop  germination « seedling « root e
stalk o tassel e silk « kernel ¢ soil « harvest ¢ livestock « pasture e
tractor « conservation

Students can:

Ask and answer questions

Follow multi-step directions

Identify important information

Describe observations using details

Sequence the stages of plant growth

Write about their field-trip experience

Use new agricultural vocabulary

Explain something they learned to another person

4 Social Studies — Agriculture & Our Community

Back in the classroom: Students explore how people, resources, jobs,
and businesses contribute to communities.

At the Maze, students can observe:

Farmers and ranchers as community members

Agricultural jobs

Goods produced by farms and ranches

Producers and consumers

Needs and wants

Natural resources

How farms contribute to the local economy

How agricultural products move from the farm to the consumer

£# From Farm to Table
Students can follow a simple agricultural supply chain:

Farmer — Crop — Harvest — Transportation — Processing — Store —
Consumer



This helps students understand that food doesn’t simply come from a
grocery store—it begins with agriculture.

A Physical Education & Maze Navigation

Navigating the corn maze provides opportunities for physical activity and
problem-solving.

Students practice:

Walking and endurance
Balance and coordination
Spatial awareness
Following directions
Teamwork
Problem-solving

Map and directional skills

Maze Vocabulary:

North « South « East « West « Left « Right « Route « Direction e
Distance  Landmark

(- Learning Through Agriculture

Circle N Maze field trips provide second-grade students with a
hands-on agricultural experience that reinforces Texas TEKS in
Science, Mathematics, English Language Arts, Social Studies, and
Physical Education.

Students have the opportunity to connect classroom concepts to the real
world by observing crops, exploring a farm environment, interacting
with animals, solving problems, and discovering how Texas agriculture
affects their everyday lives.
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